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There are two themes given below selected from history and geography lessons: Each
theme carry five marks
Study the given paragraph carefully and answer the following questions

The story of the monkey king

Once upon a time there was a great monkey king, who lived on the banks of
the Ganga in the Himalayas, with 80,000 followers. They fed on the fruit of a
special mango tree, which were very sweet. Such exquisite mangoes did not grow
on the plains. One day, a ripe mango fell into the river and floated all the way to
Varanasi.

There the king of the city who was bathing in the river found it, and was
amazed when he tasted it. He asked the foresters of his kingdom whether they
could find the tree for him, and they led him all the way to the Himalayas. There,
the king and his courtiers had their fill of mangoes. At night, the king discovered
that the monkeys were also feasting on the fruit, and decided to kill them.

However, the king of the monkeys worked out a plan to save his followers.
He broke off branches of the mango tree, and tied them to form a ‘bridge ’across
the river, and held on to one end till all his followers crossed over. Exhausted with
the effort, he fell down and lay dying.

The human king saw what had happened, and tried unsuccessfully to revive
the monkey. When he died, the king mourned his death and paid him full respect.
This story is shown on a piece of sculpture found from a stupa at Bharhut in central
India.



Forests and Wild life

Forests are very useful for us. They perform various functions. Plants
release oxygen that we breathe and absorb carbon dioxide. The roots of the plants
bind the soil; thus, they control soil erosion.

Forests provide us with timber for furniture, fuel wood, fodder, medicinal
plants and herbs, lac, honey, gum, etc. Forests are the natural habitat of wild life.
Natural vegetation has been destroyed to a large extent because of the reckless
cutting of trees. We should plant more trees and protect the existing ones and make
people aware of the importance of trees. We can have special programmes like
Van Mahotsav to involve more people in making our earth green.

The tiger is our national animal. It is found in various parts of the country.
Gir forest in Gujarat is the home of Asiatic lions. Elephants and one-horned
rhinoceroses roam in the forests of Assam. Elephants are also found in Kerala and
Karnataka. Camels and wild asses are found in the Great Indian desert and the
Rann of Kuchchh respectively. Wild goats, snow leopards, bears, etc. are found in
the Himalayan region. Besides these, many other animals are found in our country
such as monkey, wolf, jackal, nilgai, cheetal, etc. India is equally rich in bird life.
The peacock is our national bird. Other common birds are parrots, pigeons, mynah,
geese, bulbul and ducks. There are several bird sanctuaries which have been
created to give birds their natural habitat. These provide the birds protection from
hunters.

There are several hundreds of species of snakes found in India. Cobras and
kraits are important among them. Due to cutting of forests and hunting, several
species of wildlife of India are declining rapidly. Many species have already
become extinct. In order to protect them many national parks, sanctuaries and
biosphere reserves have been set up. The Government has also started Project
Tiger and Project Elephant to protect these animals.

You can also contribute in conserving wildlife. You can refuse to buy
things made from parts of the bodies of animals such as their bones, horns, fur,
skins, and feathers. Every year we observe wildlife week in the first week of
October, to create awareness of conserving the habitats of the animal kingdom.



